At a Court held at Stationers-Hall, 


On Friday the 22th day of May, 1685. 


| HEREAS this Court hath this day received His Majeſties Command and Pleaſure, 
bearing date the 21th of this inſtant May, by Sir Roger L'Eftrange —_— Surveyor of 
the Preſs, about the Licenſing and Entring of all Books and Papers, for the better go- 
vernment of the Preſs ; together with an expreſs Order ro communicate the ſame unto 
all the Members thereof : This Court, in Obedience to His Majeſties Command, do, — to their 


Duty, hereby ſignifie His Majeſties Royal Pleaſure to all the Members of this Company, in the words 


following, vis. 


Hat the Mafter and Wardens of the ſaid Company, without delay, notifie unto all the Members and Dea- 
lers in the Trade of the ſaid Company, That in cus of all Books and Papers hereafter to be Imprinted or 


Reprinted, they repair to ſuch Licenſers in the matter: of Common Law, Hiſtory and State, Heraldry, Titles of 


Honour and Arms, Books of Divinity, Phyſick, Philoſophy, Arts and Sciences, as did formerly Licenſe Books 
and Papers reſpeclively treating of the ſaid Sul;:cts, before the time of the late Scandalous and Intolerable Li- 


berties of the Preſi. And that in the caſe or uch Miſcellaneous Books and Papers as ſball not fall properly un- 


der thoſe beads, It is Our further Pleaſure, [hat they be ſubjected to the Cenſure of the Surveyor of the Preſs, or 
of ſuch his Deputy or Deputies as ſhall by him the ſaid Surveyor be thereunto aut hortxed and appointed. Re- 


quiring the ſaid Companies exac Obedience verein, and their uttermoft Care alſo by neceſſary Orders and By- 
Laws, and by the Powers and Priviledget of their C. irter, to provide, that no Books or Papers be hereafter 
Printed or Publiſhed, without ſuch Licenſe as aforeſaid: And that nothing be done, either by themſelwes, or 
any of their Members, contrary to the tenor vereof. 

Provided always, That all Books and Papers to be bereafter Imprinted, ſball be Entred in the Regiſtry of the 
Company of Stationers, ( Books and Papers of Patent-Right onely excepted, and ſuch other Books and Papers 
as ſhall be agreed upon betwixt the Surveyor of the Preſs and the ſaid Company of Stationers. ) 

And likewiſe, Provided that no Entry be made of any Books or Papers as aforeſaid hereaſter to be Imprinted, 
without the Name of the Licenſer of the ſaid Book or Paper unto the ſaid Entry arnexed. 

It is moreover Our expreſs Will and Command, That you ( viz. the Surveyor of the Preſi) exerciſe all ſuch 
Powers as formerly you did, and as lawfully you may, in and about the Regulation of the Preſs ; and that you 
ſee diligently to the execution of theſe Our Royal Commands, and render a Report unto Vs from time to time, 


in caſe of any Oppoſit ;ſtbedience thereunts , the. Command of the Preſs being a Prerogatiwe indiſpenſable 


ion or Di 


from the Soveraimy of Our Imperial Crown. And for ſo doing this ſhall be your Warrant, 


And you are to take notice , that Order is given to the Clerk of this Company , That he hence- 
forth Enter no Books or Copies in the Regiſter of this Company, but according to the Rules and Directions 


above-mentioned. 

And to the end that none may plead Ignorance about the Authorities to Licenſe the ſeveral Subjects 
herein mentioned, You are to take notice, | 

1. That all Books concerning the Common Laws of this Realm,are to be Licenſed by the Lord Chancel- 
lour or Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal of England for the time being, the Lords Chief- Juſtices and Lord 
Chiet-Baron for the time being, or one or more of them; or by their or one or more of their appoint- 
ments. 

2. That all Books of Hiſtory, and Books concerning the ſtate of this Realm, or other Books concer- 
ning any Affairs of State or Hiſtory whatſoever, are to be Licenſed by His Majeſties Principal Secretaries 
of State for the time being, or one of them ; or by their or one of their appointments. 

3. That all Books concerning Heraldry, Titles of Honour and Arms, or otherwiſe concerning the Office 
of Earl-Marſhal, are to be Licenſed by the Earl-Marſhal for the time being, or by his appointment; or in 
cale there ſhall not then be an Earl-Marſhal , to be Licenſed by the Three Kings of Arms, Garter, Claren- 
cienx, and Nerrey, gr any two of them, whereof Carter Principal King of Arms to be one. 

4. That all Books of Divinity, Phyſick, Phi , Arts and Sciences, be Licenſed and Allowed by 
the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Lord Bi of London, for the time being, or one of them, or 
by their or one of their appoi ts; or by either of the Chancellors or Vice-Chancellors of either of 
the Univerſities of this Realm for the time being. The ſaid or Vice-Chancellors of either of 
the ſaid Univerſities are onely to Licenſe ſuch Books as are to be Imprinted or Reprinted within the Li- 
mits of the ſaid Univerſities reſpectively, but not in London or elſewhere. 

And it is Ordered by this Court, That all and every the Members of this Company, do punQually ob- 
ſerve all the Rules and Directions above preſcribed and directed, as they will anſwer the contrary at their 


Peril. 


Fobn Garret, Clerk to the ſaid Company. 
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dy 


